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Abstract:
The Spanish Socialist Labour's Party has had an important
position in the Spanish party system since the first democratic
elections in 1977. Its 21-year presence at the head of the
country's executive authority, and its long presence in regional
and local governments, has given it great importance in political
life in Spain. Although it has been subjected to several attempts
at ideological revision, as well as painful restructuring of its
leadership on several occasions, the party has always
maintained its potential as a reliable electoral alternative, even
in eras in which it has remained outside governmental
functions. However, from 2008 until the present, the party has
shown some ideological confusion, loss of the tendency for
party conflict, difficulties in strengthening its national leadership,
and accelerating electoral decline, making the party face its
deepest crises, especially after the emergence of new political
parties since 2014 competing in The centre, left and right
movements, along with other traditional parties.
Keywords: political parties, Socialist Labour's Party, political
ideologies, party systems, political leadership, Spain.
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